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PREFACHE.

A ——

In presenting this collection of Chants, Hymng and Choral Works
to my brethren, I do so after many requests from personal friends, esteemed
members of my late congregation, and many to whom my compositions have

appealed.

These compositions were written during my career as Chazan,
covering a period of 37 years, with the sole purpose of meeting the desire of
my congregations, and the requirements of the various choirs which came
ander my direction from time to time.

During the ten years as Oberkantor of the Great Synagogue at
Mitau, Kurland, Russia, my more ambitious compositions were conceived,
but when called to the sirilar position at the New Synagogue, Manchester,
which I held with the pleasantest recollections for nearly twenty years, 1
had evidence of the desirability of introducing simpler, melodious, and more
easily remembered musie. The standard compositions of our great COMPOSETs
I found, for many reasons, apsuitable. 1 therefore endeavoured to meet the
needs, heping te realise the idea, thab the harmonious singing of the
eongregation with the choir, would greatly enbance the services, apd create

a greater feeling of devoticn.

This hope was more than realised. I also had the pleasure of
seeing my humble efforts, especially the fashkiveinus and the Yeki Rozons,
appreciated even beyond the limits for which they were originally intended.

To the world-famed CuasAr FENSINGER I acknowledge my esrly
training and insight into Synagogal Music. With happy recollections, I alsc
Jook back ¢ my first important position as Chazan of Viotslavek, where 1
remained for upwards of two years, and where my first lines were penned.

My great admiration for the works of WEINTRAUB, which moulded
my earlier thoughts and from which I drew my earlier ingpirations, is
responsible for the occasional instances of comparison which will be found
within these pages.

These compositions will be found to comprise music suitable both
for the Sabbath gervice and for the High Festivals. I venture to hope that
my readers will find herein much that will please them, and that they will
receive this work of a lifetime with that appreciation which has been accorded

it in the past.
November 1912, JacoB MATZ.
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